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chance. Had he the right to do so ? That is a question
very difficult to settle. So is also that respecting Cur61y's
alleged right to kill Wittgenstein while they were trying to
recapture him. Anyhow, when Curely was afterwards pre-
sented to the Emperor, during the passage of the Beresina,
where Wittgenstein inflicted such heavy loss on us, Napoleon
said to him: c This disaster would probably not have happened
if you had used your right to kill Wittgenstein on the battle-
field of Polotsk, when the Russians were trying to tear him-
from your hands.' In spite of this reproach, whether deserved'
or not, Cur6ly became a colonel soon afterwards, and general
in 1814.

But to return to Polotsk. Repulsed on October 17, the
eaemy returned to the attack on the 18th, in such strength
that, after suffering immense loss, Wittgenstein captured the-
entrenched camp. But Saint-Cyr, at the head of Legrand's
and Maison's divisions, drove him out with the bayonet.
Seven times did the" Russians return with fury to the charge,
and seven times did the French and Croats repulse them,,
remaining in the end masters of all the positions. Marshal
Saint-Cyr was wounded, but continued no less to direct the
troops. His efforts were entirely successful, for the Russians-
left the field and retired into the forest, 50,000 men having
been beaten by 15,000. Joy was general in the French
camp 5 but on the 19th we heard that General Steingel, at
the head of 14,000 Russians, had crossed the Dwina by
Disna, and was marching up the left bank to turn Polotsk
and enclose Saint-Gyr's army between his force and that of
Wittgenstein. And before long his advanced guard appeared
before Natcha, making for Ekimania, where were our
cuirassier division and the light cavalry regiments, from
which the marshal had kept only a squadron of each at
Polotsk.

In a moment we had mounted, and driven back the
enemy, who would, however, have had the best of it in
the end, as strong reinforcements were arriving, and we had
no infantry, had not Marshal Saint-Cyr sent three regiments
from those guarding Polotsk. Then Steingel, whom an effortr,,
